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Welcome to the February edition of the Majors Creek Community Newsletter.  Many 

thanks to those who continue to send a small contribution towards the newsletter and 

other projects in the village over the past months. This is much appreciated.  
 

Annual Christmas Party 
The traditional Christmas Party was held at the local hall prior to Christmas.  All en-

joyed a beautiful luncheon followed by Santa arriving on the fire truck and distributing 

gifts and sweets to all children. Many thanks to all who organised the event , helped in 

any way and contributed the food for the luncheon. May this traditional annual event 

continue in the village for years to come.  

 

                     

Australia Day at the Rec’ 

Australia Day and what better way to celebrate with a ‘crack of the old willow’ and 

snags on the Barbie in the hot aussie sun! Cortona donated the sausages, with proceeds 

to the Progress Assoc. 

Many families and fellow Majors Creekian’s ventured to the rec ground for a fun, rule 

bending day of cricket. Two full teams were selected – kids and all, with the winning 

and not so winning team separated by a small margin. There were thrills and spills, and 

like any Majors Creek gathering - lots of laughter! 

The old tennis court nets came in handy for an impromptu game of volley ball for the 
kids, which gave way to a water pistol fight for young and old! 

We all ended the day with a traditional ale and BBQ at the Elrington to the strains of 

anything Aussie on the Jukebox. Proceeds of the pub BBQ will go to the B’wd Rodeo 

Club. 

Thank you to all the chefs and sausage slingers of the day, and to Cortona  for donating a 

brand new set of Cricket gear to Majors Creek. Thanks also to Damien Bigg, chief or-

ganizer, and to everyone who came and added to the fun – Hope to see you all again next 

year!  Rebecca Bigg 



                      St Stephens Church 

Services are held on the first Sunday of each month at 

11-00am. All welcome. 

Funeral, Marriages and Baptisms can be  

arranged by phoning  48422423 
If the Rector is not available, please contact his War-

den Brian McDonald 48461157. 

You are welcome to attend our monthly 

 services.  

Baptism 

Mathew Gordon son of Gordon and Sarah Waters was baptised at 
St Stephens Church on 5th February by Bishop Stuart Robinson. 

This was a special occasion for Majors Creek and the Waters fam-

ily to have a visit of the Bishop. 
 

150th New Years Day Picnic 

What a wonderful weekend in the life of the village when the 150th Anniversary 

of the New Years Day Picnic was celebrated.  Celebrations commenced on New 
Years Eve with a dance in the hall which was enjoyed by all who attended.  

On New Years Day visitors and family members gathered on the recreation 

ground for the picnic.  A large crowd attended partaking in the usual events and 
time to reminisce about times gone by.  

Many stayed on for the dance afterwards which again was a time to reminisce 

and remember. During the night a special presentation was made to Brian and 
Deirdre McDonald, Yvonne Day and Linda Harrison for their contribution to the 

picnic over many years . They were presented  with a  Life Member Bar of the 

Majors Creek New Years Day Picnic.  

Donna Blowers and Jacki McMillan were thanked for their work in organising 
and coordinating the help in making the picnic the success it was.  

Many descendants of  pioneering families returned for the picnic.  

 
 

 
       All present were official welcomed by  

       Rudolph Stachow and Brian McDonald 

        during afternoon tea.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Back. l/r Max Routley, Rudolph Stachow, Bill Harrison, Alwyn Stuart, Ralph Stuart, John Cook ,(obscured)  Barry Stuart,  Ross Stuart, John Callan, 

Brian McDonald and grandson Robert Hindmarsh 

Sec Row. Yvonne Day (Stuart), Geoff Stuart, Lola Stinson (Lewis), Shirley Woolner (Carson), Kay Kite (Callan), Joyce McIntyre (Stuart),   

Jean Poulter (Hay),(obscured)  Sue McCutchen (Page) 

Bottom Row. Barbara Cusack (Stuart), Betty Sheridan (Stuart), Noelene Larsen, (Stuart), Mary Prothero (Ffrench), Wendy Clarke (Callan).  

             Class of Majors Creek 

Photos by Gordon Waters 



REUNION 

There is to be a family reunion for Shurmers & associated families, Keytes, Cooks, 

Taylors, Armstrongs etc., at Grabben Gullen Hall on Saturday 7th April, Easter Satur-

day.2012.All descendants are invited .The event will commence at 9.a.m. & there will 

be a welcoming ceremony at 2 p.m.when the cake will be cut & the drinking of a toast 
to our ancestors.Free tea & coffee & drinks for the children supplied.Light refresh-

ments & luncheons available.Caravan facilities at the Hall & accommodation at Pub 

next door available.Souvenir wine goblet free to all attending.There will be a volun-

tary donation of $5 per person to help defray costs.Further particulars can be obtained 

from Ray  Shurmer, P.O.Box 417, Cootamundra,2570 or e-mail  

rayshurm@bigpond.com. 

    Major's Creek was once a hot-bed of Cooks & Shurmers etc & I believe many de-

scendants still live there so I would appreciate it if you would give the event a mention 

in your next newsletter. Regards  Ray Shurmer 

 
  ********************************* 

Wildlife Rescue Training  

Learn about wildlife, animal rescue, handling, 1st aid & risks. Sat 3 March between 

9.30 am to 4.00 pm at the Braidwood Servicemen's' Club. No charge. Refreshments 

and notes provided. RSVP Dianne, 62995737 & 0411614675 

or Dianne.colman@marymead.org.au. The Native Animal Rescue Group operates in 
the Majors Creek area. You don't have to belong to NARG - all are welcome.   

************************ 

Bush Fire Brigade 

At our December meeting Judy Mackenzie of “Pinehurst” was presented with a plaque 

in appreciation of her long service managing the Fire Risk Boards.   This involved 

Judy being notified of the fire risk and then having to adjust the two boards located in 

the village accordingly. A job she did cheerfully for some 17 years rain hail or shine!. 

She was only the second fire board operator, Olive Stuart had the position from 1987 

when the boards were first installed. 

Congratulations Judy and many thanks from all of us. The fire risk boards are an im-

portant tool in a county community. Chris James 

                                         ************************ 

OAM to Brian McDonald 

 

Brian McDonald has been receiving congratulations 

from far and wide on being awarded the  

Order of Australia Medal.  
On Saturday 4th February  residents .family and 

friends gathered at the local hall for a reception in 

Brian’s honour. A marvellous occasion and one to be 

remembered.  

mailto:rayshurm@bigpond.com
mailto:machin4@bigpond.com


    Garden of Remembrance 
Father Ronald Joseph Flack 

1937-2012 
The death occurred in Canberra of Father Ron Flack 

Fr Ron was the son of Percy and Sarah Lillian Flack and brother of  

Mary Frey, Joan Vaughan (dec), Colin (dec), Bernie (dec), Paul 

(dec). 

                                             Majors Creek Pictorial 

I am presently compiling a book of photos featuring our pioneers, homes, events 

and views of the village and surrounds up until the 1940-1950’s. Over the past 

twelve months I have endeavoured to collect as many  as possible of old photos to 

include in the book.  I hope to have this completed within the next couple of 
months, so it is still time to send those old photos to me which I will scan and re-

turn.  

Many thanks for your support. Brian McDonald  48461157 

email: macdon7@bigpond.com 

Thank You 

I wish to thank all for the phone calls, cards, letters, emails and personal mes-

sages that I received on receiving the Order of Australia Medal, also those who 

arranged and attended a reception in my honour in the Majors Creek hall on 

Saturday 4th February.  This was greatly appreciated and I thank you all most 

sincerely. 

                                                                                                 Brian McDonald OAM 

Inward Bound 

The Australian National University’s Interhall Sport Organisation will be using the Rec-

reation Ground on 30-31 March. It is expected that 300 runners and 500 spectators in 

total at the event. 

Teams will be running into Majors Creek area 7am until 6pm on Saturday 31st March. 
They will be in groups of 4 runners, wearing reflective strips and head torches. They are 

a spectacle, although do not pose any impart on the local community.  

  

 

Congratulations and Best Wishes to Ben and Narelle Doherty 

on the birth of their son Harvey 



                       Thanks to Lado Ruzicka for compiling the Rainfall Chart 

Local Happenings 

Some residents do not receive mail at the Mail Agency and therefore don't receive 

letter drops etc advising of goings on in the village.  Since last newsletter we see that 

letter boxes are appearing.   To the different groups in the village please use these 

boxes to get the messages to those people. Thank  you.  

 

Majors Creek Community Website  

Have you looked at the Majors Creek Website?                                                         
The address is  www.majorscreek.org.au 

The site includes latest news in and around the Creek, Weather, Calendar 

of Events, Guest Book, Majors Creek Phone Directory, our latest Newslet-

ter can be read and much more.  

Our grateful thanks to Gordon Waters for his work in setting up and man-

aging the website.  Donations can be made towards the ongoing running of 

the site by clicking on the Donate box on the top of the Home page of the 

Website.  
 

 

 

                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

Our Newsletter can now be read on the Majors Creek        

Community Website www.majorscreek.org.au 

Community Telephone Directory 
Copies of the Community Telephone Directory are available by contacting                           

Brian McDonald 48461157 
Any additions or alterations will be appreciated.  

Justices of the Peace  in the Village 
Brian McDonald  48461157 

Eilish Blakely-Kidd  48461215 
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MONTHLY RAINFALL AT MAJORS CREEK


